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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been
achieved to eliminate or reduce the above-
described drawbacks of the known art.

According to one aspect of the present
invention®, a can has a top panel in which a
tap?® is defined by a score line, and a pull-top
tab is rotatably anchored to the top panel by

means of a shaft®. A gently uprising bump

or bulge is formed on the top panel at the

side of the shaft opposite to the tap.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT?*

A preferred® embodiment of the

present invention will be described with

reference to the accompanying drawings.

"aspect”

"opening" "aperture"
3 "shaft", "rivet", "pivot"
4 MPEP "Detailed Description of the Invention”
> (preferred)
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Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a can
incorporating an embodiment °of the
present invention. In this Figure, a pull-top
tab 3 is rotatably anchored at one end
thereof to a central region of a can top panel
7 by means of a shaft 6. A finger catch 8
having an opening is formed in the other
end’ of the pull-top tab 3. In the
embodiment shown in Fig. 1, one side edge
of the opening is raised so as to provide a
finger-retaining portion 1.

A tap 4 is defined by a score line
formed in the top panel 7. A smoothly
sloped bulge 2 is formed starting from the
position of the shaft 6 such that the crest of
the bulge 2 is positioned to oppose the tap 4
defined by a score line. More specifically,
the bulge 2 gradually uprises from the
starting end and extends in the direction of
rotation of the pull-top tab 3 so as to
underlie the pull-top tab 3 when the latter is

rotated.

"the free end"

"the other end"




The pull-top tab 3 is anchored to the
top panel 7 by the shaft 6 and lies between
the tap 4 and the bulge 2 transversely®
thereto. As will be seen from Fig. 3, which
is a sectional view taken along the line 1-1°
of Fig. 2, the bulge 2 and the finger
retaining portion 1 are below the level of a
circumferential ridge 10 of the can 5.

In use®, a finger retained by the
finger-retaining portion 1 forces the tab 3 to
rotate in the direction of an arrow shown in
Fig. 2 along the smooth slope of the bulge 2,
until the portion of the tab 3 near the free
end comes to rest on the crest of the bulge 2.
In this state, the finger catch 8 of the tab 3
has been elevated higher than its
surroundings while the end portion of a
pressing part 9 of the tab contacts the tap 4.

As shown in Fig. 4, the can is opened
by a lever action of the tab 3, so that the
contents of the can, such as a beverage,
become accessible'" after the lifted tab is
pushed down again. A plurality of unopened
cans can easily be stacked one on another to
facilitate storage and transportation, since
the crest of the bulge 2 and the finger-
retaining portion 1 are below the level of*?

the circumferential ridge 10 of the can 5.
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Moreover, the user can safely open the
can with reduced risk of injury to a nail or
fingertip because the user need only have a
finger retained by the finger-retaining
portion 1 to cause the pull-top tab 3 to
rotate in sliding contact with the ascending
sloped surface of the bulge 2 to a position
where the finger catch 8 is appreciably
spaced from the top panel 7. A stack of cans
can stably be transported since the finger-
retaining portion 1 and the bulge 2 are
below the level of the circumferential ridge
10 of the can.

What is Claimed is:

1. A pull-top structure, comprising:

a top panel having a tap; and

a pull-top tab anchored at one end
thereof to the top panel by means of a shaft
and provided at the other end thereof with a
finger catch having an upwardly projecting
finger-retaining portion;

wherein the top panel has a bulge
formed at the side of the shaft opposite to
the tap.

2. The pull-top structure of Claim 1,
wherein the top panel is a top panel of a
can, and wherein the bulge and the finger-
retaining portion are formed so as not to
protrude above the level of a circumferential

ridge of the can.
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