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PAC Case
Tokyo Intellectual Property High Court
Case No. H23 (Ne) 10031
January 31, 2012
(Plaintiff-appel lants: Nakata

Yasuda Seisakusho)
(Defendant-appellees:  Carbo-tec
Carbo-tec Hida
Yamashita Mokuzai
Seiki)

FACTS

This is an appeal from the Tokyo District Court, seeking money damages
and injunctive relief.

Plaintiff-appellants Nakata and Yasuda Seisakusho jointly own Japanese
Patent No. 3364065 issued October 25, 2012 ( “the ‘065 patent” ) for an
invention titled “Carbonization Method”

The invention involves a method of manufacturing powdered activated
carbon or powdered activated charcoal (PAC).

I SSUE

HOLDING AND REASONING
The invention according to the ‘065 patent has the following elements:
A combustible material or a material containing a combustible
material,

1



B coating the combustible material by mixing it with an inorganic

binder containing bentonite,
feeding the combustible material into a cylindrical oven open to

the air through an intake at one end of the oven and conveying it to a discharge
at the other end of the oven, and igniting the material from the direction
opposite the conveyance direction to dry the material at the intake side, and

D the inorganic coating retards oxidation of the combustible material
as it burns, to carbonize the material at the discharge side.

Elements A and C are not in dispute.



